
City of Dawsonville 
January 10, 2005 

Meeting of the City Council 
 
Mayor Cox called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call:  Those present were Mayor Joe Lane Cox, Council Members Jonathan Cox, 
Tim Wimpey, Mike Sosebee and Mike Wilson, Kim Cornelison, Dana Miles, Steve 
Holder, Gary Barr and concerned citizens of the City of Dawsonville and Dawson 
County. 
 
Invocation and Pledge:  Mayor Cox led the invocation and pledge. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Councilman Mike Sosebee made a motion to approve the 
minutes of the called meeting held December 20, 2004 meeting.  Mike Wilson  
seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: 
 
Mayor pro-tem:  Dana Miles requested the Council amend the agenda regarding the 
City’s Charter because of a conflict in regards to the Mayor pro-tem.    One part says 
the Mayor pro-tem is elected every year, in another part is says only in the year after an 
election.  The City Attorney suggested the Council re-appoint Mike Sosebee for this 
year since you elected him last year to be Mayor pro-tem so that there is no question 
who the mayor pro-tem is for 2005 because of that conflict.   
 
Jonathan Cox made a motion to add the appointment of Mayor pro-tem to the agenda; 
Tim Wimpey seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Jonathan Cox made a motion to appoint Mike Sosebee as mayor pro-tem for 2005.  
Mike Wilson seconded the motion, the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Purging of records:  City Clerk Kim Cornelison presented a list of records ripe for 
purging and destruction.  Mike Sosebee made a motion to purge the records; Mike 
Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Charter Amendment:  City Attorney Dana Miles presented a Charter Amendment for 
first reading to amend the charter of the city of Dawsonville to provide for the filling of 
vacancies in the office of Mayor and City Council members.  The purpose of this 
ordinance is to change the appointment process for vacancies.  This usurps citizens 
right to vote on who should serve.  The change says the position is filled by appointment 
until the next special election.   Special elections are typically March and November.   If 
a person serves six months or less, then a special election is not required.   
 



Mayor Cox spoke to the residency requirement saying the charter requires a person be 
a resident of the City of Dawsonville for 12 months preceding qualifying time.    The way 
the charter reads now, a person must be a resident of the city for a period of one year 
immediately prior to date of the election of mayor or council member.  The confusion is 
does that mean the date the vote is held or when you are formally sworn in.   Mayor Cox 
suggested for purposes of clarification the charter be amended to say 12 months 
preceding taking office which typically means January 1.   
 
The council was in agreement regarding clarifying both items.  Mike Sosebee made a 
motion to approve the first reading of the charter amendment; Mike Wilson seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Planning and Zoning Report:  Steve Holder presented a brief summary of how many 
and what types of permits were issued and the overall improved site value created.  A 
total of 86 permits were issued with an estimated property value increase of 
$12,051,000.00. 
 
Water & Sewer Department Report:  Gary Barr presented a brief report on the Water & 
Sewer Department.  The City currently serves 703 water and sewer customers.  There 
are 84 meters set on houses under construction waiting to finalize construction.  The 
water plant upgrade is nearly complete and the new tank has been in service for a 
couple of months.  Townley Construction has run approximately 24,000 feet of waterline 
for the upgrade in the system.  A 12 inch loop line needs to be added if there are still 
funds available in the grant, from the tank by the cemetery to Howser Mill.  This will cost 
approximately $105,000.  We saved nearly $30,000 in funds on the grant by selling the 
old tanks to the Fire Department for $1.00 because they need storage tanks in various 
locations around the county.  They will be responsible for removing the tanks.   
 
The City received a check for approximately $13,000 for storm damage repair from 
FEMA/GEMA and  hopes to receive approximately $26,000 to repair the road at the end 
of Maple Street.   
 
We are meeting with USDA on the 12th to discuss sewer plant upgrades.   
 
Lastly, the Water & Sewer Dept. is at the point of needing extra help because of the 
growing service area and added responsibilities. 
 
Fireproof safe/safe deposit box:  Mayor Cox asked the council to close the safe deposit 
box and approve the purchase of the fireproof safe from Thunder Road.  Jonathan Cox 
made a motion to approve the closing of the safe deposit box and purchase of the 
fireproof safe, Mike Sosebee seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Administrative Fee for Garbage Service:  City Clerk Kim Cornelison asked the council to 
set the administrative fee for providing this service.  There will be costs incurred by the 
City that needs to be recouped.  All  sign-up, billing and customer interaction will be 
through the city -- it is an open enrollment process.   Jonathan Cox made a motion to 

 2



set the administrative fee at $2.50 per month for a total bill for garbage pick up being 
$12.50 per month.  Mike Sosebee seconded the motion.  The motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
Public Hearings: 
 
Ordinance: 
 
Occupational Tax Ordinance:  City Attorney Dana Miles opened the public meeting on 
the Occupational Tax Ordinance.  Dana Miles restated the items that were incorporated 
into the new ordinance, fees are based on the amount of employees; peddlers license; 
financial institutions; and fee adjustments.  Jonathan Cox made a motion to approve 
and adopt the Occupational Tax Ordinance.  Mike Sosebee seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Annexation Request 
 
ANX-04-008:  Bobby Lane Hathcock has made a request to annex 1.75 acres of TMP 
93023.  The subject property is located at 1710 Perimeter Road and is zoned R-1 
(Residential Single Family Restricted) and will remain R-1 upon annexation.  Mike 
Sosebee made a motion to approve  annexation request ANX-04-002; Mike Wilson 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor’s Report: 
 
Old City Hall is being utilized for meeting space to serve the public.  Currently the boy 
scouts meet out there three times a week.  Jonathan Cox informed the Mayor and 
Council that members of the DDA would like to work with the City Council in eventually 
soliciting a business to purchase or occupy that building.   
 
Zoning Map Service:  Mayor Cox asked the council to authorize him to enter into an 
agreement with GMRDC  regarding the zoning map changes.  GMRDC will create a 
digital zoning layer for the City using Dawson County parcel lines, zoning data currently 
mapped at city hall and include any annexations or zoning ordinance changes to create 
the most accurate representation of zoning within the city limits.  The City will pay the 
center a total $3000.00 for services rendered.  Jonathan Cox made a motion to approve 
the agreement between the City of Dawsonville and GMRDC.  Mike Sosebee seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Champions Café Contract:  Mayor Cox asked the council to authorize him to enter into 
an agreement with Champions Café regarding rental of the restaurant facility at City 
Hall.  The terms are basically 10% of gross plus utilities.  Mike Sosebee made a motion 
to authorize the mayor to enter into a rental agreement with Champions Café.  Jonathan 
Cox seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Mayor Cox announced a special tax district meeting on the 18th of January that would 
affect the TRUSA parcel.   City representatives will be meeting with Dana Miles, Jerry 
Weitz, Lamar Wakefield and Russ Wallace to try and see if this could possibly work. 
 
Dawson County Commission Chairman has invited each of the Council members to 
attend a Long Range Planning Committee meeting it is the 13th at 4 p.m. in the Library. 
 
City Attorney Dana Miles informed the council of a meeting at the City of Suwanee on 
January 25, 2005.  Suwanee has invited the Mayor and council to an informational 
session regarding how they revitalized and moved their town center and how they went 
about it. 
 
Public Comment: None. 
 
Executive Session:  Tim Wimpey made a motion to go in to executive session for the 
purpose of discussing personnel.  Mike Wilson seconded the motion.  The City Council 
went in to executive session at 7:50 p.m. 
 
A motion was made by Tim Wimpey to adjourn Executive Session.  Mike Wilson 
seconded the motion; the motion carried unanimously.   
 
A motion was made by Jonathan Cox to reconvene the called meeting of the City 
Council.  Tim Wimpey seconded the motion; the motion carried unanimously.   
 
There being no further business to attend to, a motion was made by Mike Wilson to 
adjourn the meeting.  Tim Wimpey seconded the motion.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Minutes approved this 7th day of February, 2005. 
 
 
        
Joe Lane Cox, Mayor 
 
 
        
Councilman Jonathan Cox 
 
 
        
Councilman Tim Wimpey 
 
 
        
Councilman Mike Sosebee 
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Councilman Mike Wilson 
 
 
     Attested:       
          Kim Cornelison, City Clerk 
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City of Dawsonville 
December 20, 2004 

Executive Session of the City Council 
 

Mayor Cox called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call:  Those present were Mayor Joe Lane Cox, Council Members Jonathan Cox,  
Tim Wimpey, Mike Sosebee and Mike Wilson, Kim Cornelison, Dana Miles and Gary 
Barr. 
 
The Council went in to executive session at 7:55 p.m. for the purpose of discussing and 
deliberating the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or 
dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a City officer or employee as provided in 
O.C.G.A. § 50-14-3(6).  
 
After discussing the matter specified for executive session a  motion was made by Tim 
Wimpey to adjourn Executive Session.  Mike Wilson seconded the motion; the motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
Minutes approved this 10th day of January, 2004. 
 
        
Joe Lane Cox, Mayor 
 
        
Jonathan Cox, Councilman 
 
        
Tim Wimpey, Councilman 
 
        
Mike Sosebee, Councilman 
 
        
Mike Wilson, Councilman 
 
      Attest:       
       Kim Cornelison, City Clerk 
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